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7. University of California-Davis, SciStarter.com, ScienceCheerleader.com, California– Dr. Jonathan 
Eisen, Ms. Wendy Brown, Ms. Darlene Cavalier, Mr. Russell Neches, Mr. Mark Severance & Summer 
Williams – “Comparison of the Growth Rate & DNA/RNA Quantitation of Microgravity Exposed 
Microbial Community Samples Collected by the Astronauts Onboard the International Space Station 
And by Citizen Scientists & Student Scientists at Public Venues”. 

 
8. University of Central Florida, Florida – Dr. Josh Colwell, Dr. Adrianne Dove, Mr. Todd Bradley – 

“Collisional Evolution of Particles and Aggregates in Microgravity”. 
 
This year’s winners will have an opportunity to work closely with NanoRacks technical personnel as they 
formulate payload development timetables. NanoRacks will interface with CASIS (the Center for the 
Advancement of Science in Space) and NASA to conduct safety reviews as required for both launch vehicle 
payloads and the ISS. The winners will be provided with payload box units known as “NanoLabs,” in which 
their research will be conducted on board the ISS U.S. National Lab.  
 
“We are pleased to have had the opportunity to be a part of this unique competition, one of many future, similar 
programs to promote ISS-based research,“ said Frank DiBello, President of Space Florida.  
 
“Space Florida has opened a new chapter in utilization of the International Space Station for industrial and 
commercial research and we are excited to assist in the implementation of these world-class projects,” said 
Jeffrey Manber, Managing Director of NanoRacks LLC. 
 
About Space Florida: Space Florida was created to strengthen Florida’s position as a global leader in 
aerospace research, investment, exploration and commerce. As Florida’s spaceport authority and aerospace 
development organization, we are committed to attracting and expanding the next generation of space industry 
businesses. With its highly trained workforce, proven infrastructure and unparalleled record of achievement, 
Florida is the ideal location for aerospace businesses to thrive – and Space Florida is the perfect partner to 
help them succeed. www.spaceflorida.gov 
 
About NanoRacks, LLC:  
NanoRacks LLC was formed in 2009 to provide quality hardware and services for the U.S. National Laboratory 
onboard the International Space Station. The company operates the first commercial laboratory in low-earth 
orbit. Today, we have onboard or manifested three research platforms, which can house plug and play 
NanoLabs using the CubeSat form factor. We also offer a range of commercial research hardware allowing on-
orbit analysis. The current signed customer pipeline of over 60 payloads, including domestic and international 
educational institutions, research organizations and government organizations, has propelled NanoRacks into 
a leadership position in customer utilization in low-earth orbit and beyond. www.nanoracks.com  
 
 


